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 For those once youthful spirits that have now grown old and cracked, but  
still remember  the  carefree  days  when  we  took  to  the  playground  on  a  hot   

s u m m e r ’s  d a y  w i t h  o u r  m in d s  u n s h a ck l e d . W h e n  o u r  i n no c e n t f r i e n ds
     played beside us with beaming smiles as bright as the sun, and the many

     problems of life weren’t for us to deal with yet.

 For the days that felt like they would last forever…

 I love you, Kenney.

OceanofPDF.com

 

Acknowledgments

An extra special thanks to Kristopher Triana for reviewing this massive
manuscript and offering his thoughts and robust writing experience to make

 Playground the most polished and high-quality final product possible.

An extra special thanks to Brian Keene for all he’s done for the Extreme
Horror & Splatterpunk Horror genres to keep the path open and relevant for

future generations.

Additionally, Mr. Keene’s classic, coming-of-age horror tale Ghoul was a
point of reference for  Playground. I’ve never written so many child

characters in a novel previously, and the realism and detail of Mr. Keene’s
characters in Ghoul helped me remember what it was like to be a kid again.

OceanofPDF.com

 

WARNING

THIS BOOK CONTAINS SCENES OF GRAPHIC VIOLENCE

INVOLVING CHILDREN.

OceanofPDF.com

 

PLAYGROUND

A leather leash extended from Caroline Clarke’s hand to her little boy. Her
narrowed eyes rested on her son Donnie, who sat a short distance in front of

her, sluggishly swaying on a swing. His smooth, pale face was flat, absent
of any discernable emotion.

Caroline  cupped  her  free  hand,  protecting  her  cigarette  from  the
raindrops.  The  warmth  rising  to  her  fingers  was  welcome  on  the
uncharacteristically chilly evening. She snuck a quick but deep drag and did
her best to keep the tobacco dry.

Rock  Stanley  watched  them  from  the  entrance  of  the  park.  The  thick
wrinkles  stretching  over  his  gigantic  head  added  a  puzzled  glare  to  his
grizzled  appearance.  The  droplets  fell  at  a  rate  that  would’ve  sent  any

sensible parent heading for their car. Yet, there, with her tiny boy, Caroline
remained.

In  a  way,  Rock  felt  a  measure  of  relief  at  the  sight.  While  he  was
looking for a parent with at least two children, securing another participant
would  be  better  than  none.  He  was  glad  he’d  decided  to  check  the
playgrounds  on  such  a  dreary  afternoon.  Surprisingly,  the  improbable
gamble had the potential to payoff.
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